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CONVERSATIONS 


OF 
FOHN BAPTIST: NT. 
Delivered i ina Sermon , at 


Vifitation holden at 
the of Hertford: 
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By rhat way which shey call berefie,wor- 
frip I the God of may fathers : 
ving all shings that are written 
_ baw tnd the 


Ha Danxs, of 


LONDON, 
the Angel in Popes-head Popes-head Alley. 1643- | 
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The and 
converfation of loun 


Oly Breibrin and Fathers Tame 
at this prefent time (urpri- 
~ 


acd with three pajfions wit? 
) joy, with fear and with gricfe 5 
My forvow with 
yours, La n forry in the firjt place , Wat 
have not awfer man to [peak you this 
day; efpecially fo many by? And for 
this prefume, you are a6 forrowfull at, 
am right forry inthe fecond place, that I foall 
this day trouble you with fo/arge Adifcourfe, 
> asnestber the quantsty , nor the yof the 
day will well permit, as avemedy for this; Let 
me intreat your Chriftian patience,to tire me: 
thisis my fear 3, befides that ondi- 


nary feare, which doth nfually follow me at 


Jach exercifes ; efpectally at extraordinary 
times, and in unacenftom dplaces : | bave yet 
another fear, thar I fh ill thie day be miftaksn, 


A2 not 
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that were to call your judgements into quefti- 


semrions of my beart,and that I foal be thought 
toaym at fome particular perfont, To clear 


shit, [call the fearcher of ak bearts to record, 
| wba 1 die bere again pro- 
be 


ent Charity , j 
pe repel o 


weadly cover mine infirmeties, 


¢ 


wt that Lfeare the miftaking of my words for 


on; But I feare,jcft you foonld mift ake the in- 


before proteft this day, that I ayme 
wos at any mans perfon: But I defire tobe free 
from envy and malice,andto be in perfect cha- 


, thas what I foall this days againfe 
e errors and vices, mot againft the perfens of 
men, This my feare, My joy ts founded,wp- 
ned with your 


barisy, 
bappsneffe acing 


J account it, a part of 


ings and gently te me 
hing fo tbe 4 
In of your Judgement, I accouns 
it afarther bappine(f[e, thas J have this day 

and tecommunicate my Doltrine unto fo lear- 
ed jadscionms aud indkfferont auditors; Which 
shat [ may doe, I 


Tbetake wy felfe with fpecd, 
tea portion of Scripiare, foleted for thm pre-e 
font occafion, written 


Teun 


) 
i 
| nd te pardon 
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Baptift. 


Toun 


was and a foining Lig! 
were for 4 feafon te rcoyce bs 


ms ‘Bread in the firft Chap tet of 
of St. Jebn’s Gol nell, verte 
unte the Trathandin my 
; AW. Text the trath beares witnes 
Jobe: Inthe 16.verfe 
of this prefent Chapter, the Jewes refufé to 
beave witnef[e antothe Lord Icfus and here 
the Lord refisfeth to bear witneffe unto the 
Lewes: Ye were willing for a feafenterejoyce 
his' light : be that conf etl me, 
. confeffe; He that denyet! me wih 
Matth,r0. 
| This Text divideth it flfe, in fome fore, 
this auditory, into Minifter and Peco 
ple: He and ye. Infome fort it is({hope) 
| unlike, for here is a good Pricft, a burning 
and fhining Light, this is the Minifters 
fd of fee incor is naughty Pe 
pocrifie& inconflancy, willing fo 
torejoyec in his Light. This is 
A 


| 
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ples reprebenfion. And inthis you are 
(I hope) unlike,both good, both holy, if 


ouare not, I with you were; and I fhall 
ee my knecs,unto the father of our Lord 


Tefus Chrift that you may be, | 


The Minifter being the firlt and moft 
worthy perfon in my Text, I may boldly 
prefunne to fpeak firlt of him, and in him 
to confider two things, 

Firft, his Perfon | 

Secondly, his Qualification. 

In {peaking of his Perfon,I willconfider 
two things. 

Firft, his name, 

Seconcly, his office, 

Firft,ofhis name, his name is Jeb, fo na- 
med by the Angel Gabrie/; before his con- 
ception, Lwke 1.13.Jobm, by interpretation 
the grace, mercy,or favour of God, the fon 


of Zacharias, by interpretation , Gods re 


membrance, and Elizabeth, the oath of God; 


toteach us,that the manifeftation of Gods 

mercy and grace,dependeth upon his oath 
and promife.And this 1s that which blefled 
Zacharie expreffeth in his fong, To thew. 
_ mercy toour Fathers,there he alludeth to 


name of Jobs: to remember his holy 
covenant : this is Zachary:the oath which 


he fwareto our father -4brabam, this is E- | 


Luk.1.7 357 3, need 
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much for his namé,1 come now to 


I need not fear the want of matter, having 
to fpeak of this perfon, at whofe Circum- 


 cifion, the mouth of his dumb father was 


opened, and his tongue lofed, to /peake fo 


plain and with flowing eloquence, as 
“never any man, and but one women ever 


spake betore, Lake 1.68, 
us 


| But this (hail fattice to have {poken o 
name: I%hall immediately pafle unto his 
ofit.¢, fo foon as | thal put my breth- 


of the Laity) inmind of gne thing:and 


you my brethren of rhe Clergy,in mind of 
another : to you,my memento is, that you 
from hence obferve, that a good and taith- 
full Miniiter is a gift of God, a pledge of 
his grace and mercy, toa people: I wilfe 
fhephe:ds over them that (hall teed them, 
Jer. 23.4. Iwill give you Paftors according 
to mine beart that fhali feed you with know- 
ledge and under fLandsng 5. Vato you 
(brethres) my petition is, that you labour 


‘to thew your felves true Pafters, icnt of 


God in mercy,and not injudgement, that | 
the people may have caufz to rejoyce and 
blefle God for you ; & be yee not like thoic 


and wicked thepheards, thateat the 


fat, and cloath theimfelves wath che wool), 


j 
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A con- 


confider Iobe’s Office, whieh is fetforth 
unto us, by the teftimonies of Prophets, 


ophets Ei a | 
Pr 4. 4°.394)5- veyte 
of bias thas cryetl int + prepare 
Je the the Lord, wake firaight in iu the 
way for oar God, &c.. 
ehold, I scllencer before thy face, — 
cc, There is alloathird Pros 
| muit needs reckon ‘his father 
among the Prophets, Zak. 1. 76, 
be called vbe Propbes of the 
for thou foals go before the of the 
prepare is wayes, to give kwowledge 
of falvation to of fst. 
Thus far the Pro 
+ ‘The feeand Teftimony y is of the Angel, 
Lek. 3.35. He Yoall bee reat inthe t of 
Ged,and foal drink wcither nor firom 
be foall be filed with the 
mothers womb, and many 
Ufracl foal be tare to the Lord shetr 
Ged,&e. 


Thethird teltimony is of the Evange- | 
be shes was 


‘lifts,as 


of an Angel, of Evangelitts ; andof the 
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Tohn Baptift, y 
ark,1.1.The beginning of the Gofpel of 


Meffengh ,&c. | 
Lak. 3.3. into alt the Countrey aa 


bout thy Baptifme of repou 


from 
1.6,7.7 was Aman emt 

The fourth Teftimiony is of the ever. blef- 
fed fon of God, 7 bis be of whom it wris- 


tom; Bohald | fenger before thy face 
4. and my 


Savionrs approbation of 


(hal we think? how great 
was man of wham 3 Prophets, one 
Angel, 4 Evangelifts , ‘end the fon of God 
give fachagn ple teftimony? This is 
that I intend reahaw, the greatnes and 
excelleney of Joba's Office. 
_ Why ? how great is Jobs 7 
our Father Abrabam? what? greater than 
Mo(es?greater chan the Prophets? for an- 
{wer to this,let us marke the words of our 


a Prophet 7:6. was faid of Grp 
that in refpect of his deceffors, 
the worfkin refpe& of hisficeefiors,he was: 


thebeft: ‘Something contrary, may here 


‘be fayd of of his predesefiors, 


greater 


Saviour,7¢a J/ay uwro you much more 
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 hewas the ereateft, in refpect of his fuccef- 
fors he was the leaft;for / /ay wnto you,shat 

| among thofe that are born of women,there bath 

not rsfen agreater than john the Baptift ;not- 

| with ftanding, he that us inthe kingdome 

of heaven, greater than he,Mat.11.11 the 

Jeaft in che kingdome of heaven, that is the 

Apoftles and Minifte’s fuece: ding them,in 

preaching the Gofpe/ to the world. Though 

confefle many have thought contrary. 

- John isa middle perfon, between the Law 
and the Gofpel, like the morning light, — 
whichis the beginning of theday, lighter 
thanthenight;yet not folightasthenoon 
day : fomething like that day fpoken of by 
Prophet Zachary neither clear nor dark, 
neither day nor wioht, Zach,14.6, But we 
mutt {tay here a while, are wenotdecci- 
ved? Was ercarer than Moles’ 

did ne miracle, John 10,41. A4ofes did many, 

in Egypt and inthe wilderneflz.. 

- Tanfwer firft,as we do not meafure the | 
trueChurch, fo neither doc we value the 
dignity ot perfons by miracles. ein” 

I anfwer again, that Jobs did no miracle, 
isbutan opinion of the people: and yet I 
will not {peak of his miraculous fpringing 


v 


inthe womb of his mother,at the flutati-. 
ia on of the Virgin AZary, the Mother of our: 


| Lord, 


John. Baptift. 9 


| Lord. Is it not the greateft miracle,to con- 


vert many to God’to give knowledge of 
Salvation? to fhew light to them that fit 
in darkneffe? Ifit be not a greater miracle, 
to convert and raife up foules,than to cure 
bodies;to open {pirituall eyes,than to open 
bodily ? How doth our Saviour fay? grea- 
ter things than thefe fhall ye do, becanfe J 
goe to the Father,fob.t4, 12 What are thefe 
ereater things? but the converfion of the 
peoples and the plentiful gift of the Holy 


Ghoft, through their preaching?Thus /obs 
works miracles ; for many of thechildren’ 


of Ifracl fhall he turne cto the Lord their 
God; he thall turn the hearts of the tathers 
to the children, and the difobedientto the 
witdom of the jult ; And in this refpedt,as 
in many others, may he bee faid, to come 
in the {pirit and power of E/ias, And thus 
ic would, I fuppofe , be no hard matter to 
prove,that /ob» hath donea greater mira- 


clethan A4c/es. But it may be objected, 
Mofes hatha glorious office , that makes 
his face to thine, that rke children of I/rael 

cannot behold it, Exed.34.30. 


I antwer, AZofes his othee indeed was 
clorious, but 7¢bs’s move glorious, Afo/cs 
was the beginning of a glorious Law; But 


John iis the beginning of a more glorious 
‘Gofpel, 


a. 


iF 
‘¥ 
| 


plentiful 


ces daughter ?Can.7 1 bow aifil spo nthe 
aims, are she; feet of him that 
tidings of good: that publifoeth falvation, 

shat (aith anto Ged reigneth? Ey 


‘The of 
|, Afar.1.1.To this purpose it is 
‘our blefled Saviour : All the Pro- 


ts, and the Law prophecied unti] /obn, 


wow, she Kingdome ef Heaven {uff reth vie- 
bemce Mat. 11,02, 

Let St, Paa/ {peak more plain, 2 Cor, 3.9. 
Uf the winiftration of condemnation 
wench more foall 
neffeexceed ie glory, Mofes is the Minifter 


of condemnation , Jobs of rightcoufnefie, 
M fes oF death, Jobe of life:but you wil fay, 


why chen doth not Jobs's face fhine? Iare 
fwer,if you fee not his face fhine, it is be- 


can the luftre thereuf hath dazeled your 


fenfe,or elfe beeaufe you are blind. Joba,is a 


light,and the Minifters area light,Afa.s. 


and it isan innative p ty of light to 


fhine, They fhine not like A4c/es, with 


terrible thining, but with an ainiable coun- 


— tenance; they thine not like Mofes, in the 


face alone,but even from top to toe, their 
very fect arc beautiful, being fhod with the 
preparation of the Go/pel of peace. 
How beautiful are thy feet with fooos,O Prine 


$2.7. 


from the dayes of she | 


be glory, 
the mimftrasion of rigbieomf= 
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meant of Chrift alone, and no other, Sainte 


fer, as thel 
differeth another in glory: 


whom ef qeile and Prifci 

them expounded Th 
more peric® way of God. Thie 

difference is plaine,and will 


left any thould fay, ‘thae this is 


aul hath provided, Rom.16,14.How beame 


| 
pifuall are the feet of them,shat preach the Gee 


of peace 


fters of the Gofpel? 1 f we fay Job. is 
But the Apoltles are pas, Afat.5.14.and 
that thefe two differ as the greater and the 
leffe. This wil prove a critic} worth 
takingup,by the way fide, for here wee 
have iste eerie. But thetruth is, 
the doftrine of Jobs & of the Apofties,dif- 
ter ion, as 


this is apparent in Apelos, of whom wee 

read 4.18.25,26.He knew only the bap. 

ills, taking unto 


him , 


be plainer; 
when wee come to of the Second 
thing, which is his qualification:but in the 


Mean time, mult entreat you holy breth- 
Fenydiligcnsly to ponder,two ith; 


fohn Baptift. 


is John greater than his predecef- 
fors,but how is he leffe than his fucceffors? 
Jeffe than the Apoftles?leffe than the Mini- 


a 


13  TheDoérineof 
Firft,the dignity of the Miniftery ofthe 


Gofpeil. 


diverfity of che adminiltra- 


tion of the peace , and mercy of God, in 
his Church 


1. Thedignity of this calliag tolbe greater 


‘than /obn, who is greater than the Pro- 
phets. Levi had an excellent calling ; 


meth it but a final] thing unto you, that the 
God of Ifract hath feparated you from the 
Congregation of Ifrael,to bring you near unto 


himfelf?Num.16.9, Lec me {peak boldly,the 
‘calling of the Minifterie is greater than 
that of Levé; Levi draweth near,the Mini- 


fter of the Gofpell nearer; having more 
boldnes of accefl?,unto the throne of grace 
thanZevi had, We are not feparated to off:r 
up the bloud of Buls, and Goats , and to 
burn Incenfe, but eis Season, 
feparated unto the Golpel.to feed the heri- 


of the Lord, with the precious body 


and bloud of our Lord Iefus Chrift. Excel- 
lent is the calling of every Chriltian : A 
chofen generation, a royall Priehhood, an 


nation,a peculiar people yet: it can- 


not be denyed but the Miniltcr of the Go- 
{peli hath his preheminence; All Chriftians 
are But all are not that 


we would take care to walk worthy ofthe 


high 


if 
> 
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a3 
hich calli-g, and feare to difgrace this ex- 
cellent office.I wil be fanétihed of all chem > 
that draw neare me, 

And you my brethren, may hence learne 
not to de fpife, but to reverenee the calling 
of the Miniftery, unto which the Saviour 


of the world hath granted fuch high privie 


leges.We live in thofe days,when theClere 
gy 1s become Odinm populi: yet feemwe nce 
ver {0 contemprib!e unto you, we are very 
neceffary and profitable fervants for you: 


t _ Men, by whom all men ordinarily believe, 


that believe, Let me aske you one queftion, 


two things are moft meceflary for 


the being , and well being of man upon 
carth ? The Orator thal anfwer for you, Sed 
c& Sal,the Sun and the Sale: were it not for 
the Sun, what wouldbecome of the fruits 
of the carth? Of the precious frmits by the fun, 
and the precious frnits put forth by the Moon? 
Den. 4.14. Were it not for falt,how unfa= 
voury would all things be? Yea what com- 
pounded body could have fubfiltence? Now 
that we may know our duty, and you may 
fcc what necefliry there is of us. It hath 
pleafed our Lerd, to corpare us to both 
thefe inone «lace: yee are the fale of the 
carth,ye ave the light of the world, Mat,5.13, 
24 Wher ctore lec che countel of the Apoftle 
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becon sfidered of 


defired you to ponder, i 
the of 


Chureb, fn re 


The Doftrins of 


you brethren, that yee 


them oery highly in love, for 
Valent 
Saviour 


thr works ake. It this be not 


wich you, let the warning of 
ou; He that defpifer 


me; and he we, 


thet ent me, Luk,10, 16, 
This is the leh thing. The f&cond that I 


the grace of God, in 
grace and favour,towarde 
the Church, 


s been one, and the 
fame, like histfelfe anchangesbe : yet hath 
it been the good pleafure o God t mani- 


feft himfeifd divers ways,at fundry times to 
of this niniftras 
acl the Church may bee divided inte 


the Chareh God. 
Gods me 


The thitd, Jobe Baptif to thecnd of 
the werld, 
What the fiste of the Church was, ftom 


das to Mofer,to me feemeth very 
to down ; I know 
Gy, but I dare determine wns a8 not 


b yom, 


ie The diverfity of 
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Iohn Baptift. 
being able to give cither my felfe, or youfae 
tisfaction herein, | 
CMofes to John Baptift, was the admic 
_ niftration of the Law. ; the Covenant that God 
made with the peopleof Iftacl,when be thems 
the band to lead them ont of F gypt, Jer. 31.3 2« 
4 This Covenant hath its beginning upon sinas, 
and its period at the preachiagof Jobs Gapty? 
Although that Cardinall abide 
tohear, that Jobs Baptift belonied to the new 
Covenant ; but thathe was the Minifter of 
© the old. Bur let us hear ourSaviou:,7/¢ Law and 
the Prophets continued until John, Luk.16.16.Since 
that time the kingdome of heaven is preached, 
and every man preffethunto it. Let us hear what 
Mark {peaketh,7 he beginiing of the Ge/pell of 


Chrift,&c, 
And certainly, Jobn preached the Gofpel,as wil 
_ afterwards appceare, 
~ From John Baptift to the end of the world, is 
the adminiftration of the Gofpel! or new Cove- 
; which adminiftration hath its degrees of 
_Iefle and greater perfection,as allo had the admis 
_niltration of the Law a difference ; From Ado/es 
‘ tothe Temple, from the Temple tothe Meffiah, 
_as fome of the learned haveubferved, 
» Sothe Church under the Gofpell is like the 
\Moon, that from the new increafeth to the full, 
from the full decreafeth to the wane,and fo after’. 
increafeth to the full From the new 
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the full, is from Baptift tothe day of 
secoft trom the tull to the wane,is from the Ae 
poltles time, til the revelation of Antichrift. 
And now (Brethren) I would not have you | 
think thefe to bee idle{peculations , toyes and 
trifles, not worth the diving after 3 ‘tet as not © 
account thof things idle, which the Lord hath 
thought meet to be revealed s whatfoever was — 
written,was written for our Jearning. Letus 
not,I fay, account thof things idle,the know- — 
ledge whereof is fo neceflary for the interpreta. 
tion,and reconciliation of holy Scripture; and — 
by confequence, for the pacification of diftrefied 
coniciences,that without it,it is tMpoffible 
ther of thefe fhould be dcne: 
‘Diftingue tempora, conciliabss Scripturas, 
Diftinguith the times,and reconcile the Scrip: 
tures, 
You know who {aid it,and without diftin€tion 
_ of times ; what confufion comes to the Church? ” 
what diftractio. to diftrefled confciences? 
What is the reafon that amongft men profefe 
fing the fame Chrilt, & reading the fase Serip- 
tur¢es,fo many irreconcileable controverfies,do¢e 
dayly arife ? 1s it not chiefely from hence,that 
men diltinguith not rightly between the Law 
and the Goipell? Hethat fhall fearch into the 
me{t materiall Controverfies, between the Pro-_ 
_ teltant and the Papift,and look into the original] 
of them, he thall find thé error of the Papifts - 
arie 
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arife chiefely from hence; the want of diftin@i- 
on between Law and Goipell, 
From this fountain proceeded the troubles 
of the Church of Antioch, 7s 15. From this 


fountain ptoceeded the Apoftacy of the Church 
of Galatia: And from this fountain proceed the 
perverte difputations of the popith Schoolmen, 
about repentance. And what herefie 1s iethat 
hath nota part,cither more or leffz in this? 


There is at this day acomplaint in our Coun- 


trey, that our fermions are full of contradi@ions, 
the multitude obferveth them , and grievoufly 


complaineth of them: And this is not thecom- 
plaint of unlettered men, that know nothing : 
But of many that arc able torender a good ac- 
count of their faith, both in City and Coun- 
trey ; Letus {criouwfly weigh thefe things and 
confider, whether they arife not from the fore- 
faid error? itisthe pare of a faithful Minifter,to 
divide the word aright ; which 1n Martin La- 
thers expofition,is aptly to diftinguith between 
Law and Gofpell.[t was prophefied by Lather, 
that after his tume the difftrence between the 
the Law and the Gofpell, fhould be negleéted. 
Our age hath proved him tov true a Prophet 
for it is a thing not ordinarily «bferved. 
But willfome tay,what ? fhall not the Law. 
now be preached ? I fay not fo.I with we could 


hear it oftner than we do: I know that the Law 
is good, ifa man ufeit lawfully; but che faule is 


B 2 not 
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troubled Confciences, to give latisfattion. 


led feed,nor cloath them with a linfey woolfey | 


what meaneth all this ? Is there fo great adiffe- 
__ rence between the Law and the Golpel!? What © 
isthe Law but an old Gofpel? And what is Go- 


not rightly fo apply it; as when we apply it to 4 


Let us take heed of mingling thefe two,and fo 
producing a confounded and compounded doc- 
trine: Let us not fow theLords field with ming- 


garment ; for whomthe Lord hath provided a _ 
vetture of fine linnen: Take we heed, that wee 
propine not unto the fheep of Chrifts,waters, 
chat we have pudled with our feet, Ezek.3.4.19. 
What are pudled waters? what is alinfey wool- 
fey garment? what is mingled feed? but confufed 


obfcure do@trine? Oh, that Imight prevaile 


with you my (brethren) unto whom the Lord _ 
hath given ability,both inward & outward, for 
this work;that you would undertake this task, © 
to make this diff-rence known unto the Church 
of God ; Many have begun this work,but none 
fo far finifhed,but that fomething is yct defired. | 

I have thought this to be the task of the Angel — 
that fhall poure out his vialluponthe Sun, that ~ 
power may bee given unto it to fcorch men, — 
with fre; Howfoever let us think this within — 
our felves,that he fhall never prove a good 
vine, nor that man a good Chriftian,that negle- 

My brethren ot the Laity,will be ready to fay, 


pell 


“ad, 
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fpell,bnt an new Law? What is Law but a thun- 
dering Gofpell ? And what is the Gofpell but a 
faire{peaking Law? 

I will be bold to fay , that they that teach us 
thus, know neither what they fay, nor whereof 
they affirme. Tedious it would be to you, for to 
hear the feveral! differences of thefe two ;I will 
give you atafte,that fo by it you may difcern the 
reft The Gofpel faith, Phe ju fhall live by faiths 
4 the Law faith, The man that t 
bivein thems,Gal, 3.11,12.! 


5 
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q Again,the Law faith , The man that doth thele 


P things hall live by them: The Gofpell faith, Tat 

if thou confelfe with thy mouth the Lord and 

_ believe in thine beart that God hath rasfed him from 

dead, thou foale be faved,Rom.10 5,9, 

The Law faith, He that breaketh the least 

 mandement fralt dye, Gal.3,10. 

| The Gofpell faith , lei Chrift came into the 

world to fave Tim 1.15.1 /oh,2.1,2+ 

willadde one inftaree more,by way of anti- 
cipation,of that which followes, sit being part of 
the do@rine ofthe Baprift be Law was given 


CMofes,but Grace and Truth commeth by 


Christ, lob, 1. 17. 

Marke the oppofition, Afo/es and (brift leis, 
Law, Grace, and Truth. Did not (Mo /es preach 
_ Grace? No, Mofes preacheth the Law of mete, 
which promifeth mercy tothe obedient ; but to 
the néeverfo fall ) tribula- 
3 | tion 
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h thefe things, foall 
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_tionand anguifh. Did not A@fes {peak truth? © 
Yes,according to Law and Confcience: But not 
according as the truth is,& was, in (brit 
This was the hidden myiiery kept fecret, fines 
the world began; But sow ss made manifeft 
25 
. The myftery that the Prophets fearched after, 7 
And the Angels defiredto lock into,y Pet.1..,12, 
But you will fay, Mo/es wrote of me; True,fo 
_ did all the Prophets write of Chrift tocome, ~ 
_ but not prefent : And of Grace and Truth, here- © 


___ after to be revealed ; but for the prefent not ma- — 


nifetted. 3 | | 
Thus much of the Perfon, now followes his — 
Qualification. 
burning and frining light. 
Burning with zeal,Shining with knowledge, © 
teaching us to joyne zeaie to knowledge, and | 
knowledge to zeale, and not in any cafe to {epae 
rate thefe two. 
-_Knowlege without zeal doth but alittle good, 
Zeal wizhout knowledge,doth not alittle kurt, - 
Knowledge without zeal,is like a (hip that hath 
_ a truc compafie, and perfect fea. cards, but wan- 
faylsand mafts: Zeal without knowledge, 
4s like afhip with extraordinary fayls,but with. 
out compafic or Pilot ; whofe fayling is dange- 
Here might I jultly take occafion to reprove: 
for: that fhine, but they burn not, Like an Ignis 
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fatuns. Others burn,but they thine not, like a 
candle under a Bufhell.. Some neither burn, nor 
fhine,whole light i is darknes: But if I fhould go 


in this path,1 fhould fa:le of giving fatisfaction 


to this learned auditory, and fhould come fat re 
fhort of the fCopeof my Text. 
I mutt therefore ftcer in another conrfe, and 


fhew youtwothings. 
— how Jobn did both burn and thi. Cin his 


"Secondly, how John did both thine and burne 
inhis Converfation, 
Firft, /obns Doétrine,was a Do@rine. 
It 1s no new thing(I know)to heare of burning 


Do@trine, Did not our hearts burn within us, Lu. 


24.22.77 bis foall be with burning and fucl of fire, 


Efayg.ts not my word a fire? Do&trine may wel 


| be compared to fire intworefpects, 


Firft, fire purifieth the gold. 
Secondly, confumes the droffe : He is ike a 


"refiners fite,aind fullers fope;and he fhall fit asa 
refiner,and 


purifier of filver. He fhall purifie the 
the fons of Levs,and purge them as and 
ver, 2,3. Fireconfumes the drofie : 
fhall burn as an Oven,and alhthe proud,yea ne 
all that doe wickedly, thal be as flubble, andthe 
day commeth,that fhalburn them up, 474/.4.". 
Both thefe properties arc in fewer words coin - 
prehiended by the of our Savi- 
our : Whofe fan ws in his hand,and be fhal thrcughly 


purge 


Ry 
“ 


22, Dott rine of | 


P urge bis floor and gather the wheat into his garner; . 
but the chaffe fhall he burne with unquenchable 


fre, Mat.3.1 I, I 


And thus mult we prove that John’s Dottrine 
wasa burning Doétrin: beyond the.Law and 


and the Prophets. | 


Secondly, thining Dorine: it is the proper- 
ty of light to fhine,and by thining todifcover 
whatfoever by reafon of darknes before lay hid; — 


things that arereproved,are made mansicft by 
the light, and whatfoever doth make manifeft w 
light, Epb.§.13. 


We mutt alfo fhew you that wasathi- 


ning dorine, revealing fecrets and bringing 


hidden things to light. A Doétrine excelling in | 


brightnisthe Law and the Prophets, But bef ure 

J enter upon this, muft fpeak a word of Exhor- 

tation to youall : Vnto you,holy brethren and 
fathers, whom the father of our Lord 
Chrift hath made Angels of the Churches, 
| Stewards of the Myfteries of the Gofpell ; This _ 
1sfor you, that you take heed to. your do@trinc 
icimay bea thining do@trine; like the Poles 
tothe Mariner, or like the Day-(tar to the 
World ; A dottrine revealing fecrets; Brine 
ging Life andimmortality to light,2 
burning Doltrine 4 Such as may purifiethe 
trom dead works,toferve the living 
God: The pewer of God uxto falvativn,Rom.1.16. 
_ Vato toch Do@trins there are two thingsrequi- | 
Firlt, 


| 
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Firft, that welay a fare foundation, 
Secondly,that we build rightly thercon,and | 


make right application of this foundation. 


I {peak not thei things ( holy brethren ) to 


teach you,by whom defire rather to be taught; 


but that I may communicate my do@tine unto 
you, & give you an account, what courfe I have 
taken in preaching the Gofpel, unto the people 
of God committed to my charge: And fo much 
the rather, becaule my Doctrine hath feldome or 


never been free from cavillations, and excepti- 


ors ; and efp cially fubject to this unjuft report, | 
that I would never dare to {peak thofe things in. 


pudlike before the learned ; which I have taught 
my people at home. I defire therefore to give 


youabricfe, and yeta faithful! account of my 
proceedings before Almighty God and his peo- 
ple, whereof not afew know that I fall fpcake 
the truth, 
/ Firlt, therefore it hath been my care tolay a 
fureand foundfoundation. 
Accounting it better,te lay a foundation, and 
build nothing thereon,than to‘ build Caftles. in 


_ theaire without a foundation, which wil quick- 


ly come toruineé: The foundation that I have 
endeavoured to lay,is Tefus Chrat; ber feunda- 


tion can no man Lay then that which us already layd, 


fefus brift,1 Cor.3.H eit ts that @ made unto us 
of R and Sanbifi- 
catéon and Redemptson,i Cor. ¥, 30. 

The 
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The foundation being laid , the next that fole — 
lowes is the right application of this foundatie 7 
 on:zand this isthe greateft task for I find that 

the greateft diffrence between the Proteftant & 

the Papilt,is not about the foundation, who it is, 
but about the true and right application of this — 
foundation; How this Chrift becomes ours,be- 
fore,or in the fight of God;what learn’d Papift de» 
nyes Christ to be the ontly foundation ? What | 
man fo impudent,that fubfcribes not to the!veri- 
ty of this propofition?rhere % no other name under. 
heaven, whereby men muft be faved,oc. Yetfo 
yreat is their abfurdity in the application of this 
that they do no other thing, but in- 
 dire@ly deny that whichbefore they did dire@- 
ly confeffe; And fo cannot fhake from them that ~ 
character of Antichrift go deny Chrift comming 
inthe fieth. q 
They imagine a Chrift prepared of God for us, | 
and(I dare not fay given){old untousuponcer- 
tain conditions, by us tobe performed. They — 
will fay,I doze them wrong,I will therefore aske - 
the wife Je/site, How wecometobee partakers 
of Chrifts righteoufnes ? And Iam fare! fhall 
hear this aniwer,by Sacraments, by Penance, — 
Faith,& other good works,which are as means 
toapply Chrift unto us, 
‘This is the Doétrine ofthe Papifts,and I know 
‘ou are Not ignorant,that there is no fmall dif- | 
ference between the Protestants themfelves a- 
bout 
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| buut this matter; Tappeal ro your judgments, 
how they differ from Papifts, who.tay that 
Chrifts righte: ufnefle is made ours before od, 


| by Faith and true Repentance, whichis by them 


defined to be afotrow for {inne,and amendment 


oof difes frame this argument,that which makes 


Chrifts rightecufn 


ours the fioht of God, 
. may be faid truely to juftifie us,before God: or at 
~ Jealt to concur actively to our juftification. But 
faith, & forrow for fin, with amendment of life, 
‘make Chrifts vighteon{neffe ours in the fight of 
\ God:Therefore(fearfull will be the conclufion.) 
Faithand { rrow for fin, with ameadment cf 
life juftifie us befure God, or at leaft concurre 
actively to our puitification.I believe you judge 
th fe, not to deferve the name of Pravhidines 
Some Proteflants holy men, do fay that Chrift is 
made ours (1% the fight of God) by Faith alone : 
Chrift being the garment, our faith the hand 
| that putteth this garment on ; yet me thinks 
. that here isChrift ft forth,upon fome conditi- | 
ons,and not fo freely given: I muft here profefle 
my ignorance, that-I cannot conceive, how 
— faith fhould put on Chrift,apply Chrift,or make 
Chrift ours in the fight ef Ged. 1 therefore pro- 
—— feffe my felf oper!y, to leane unto them that fay; 
that Chrilts rightcoufnefle is made ours Coram 
Deo, before God, by Gods imputation, before the 
act of our Vaith,and therefore neceflarily with- 
out it.Evrn as our fins were made Chrifts, : is 
lis 


i 
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his righteonf{nefie made ours. Now how Were 
our finnes made Chriits ? Let the Prophet Efay 
{peak,the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all; 
So that God,whichcalleth things that are not 
as though they were,makcs us rightcous by his — 

imputation of Chrilts righteoufiefk, 

But it will be objected, How then us faith fayd 
tojuftife. 
I anfwer, if we take Faith for the objec of » 
our faith(that is Chrift) then Faith 1s properly 
faid to juftifie us, for by him we are juftified,he | 
being our rightcou(nefle. 
If we take Faith for the of our faith, ap- 

prehending this object,then we are juftified by 

it,declaratively in our Confciences, 

~ that by this thar hath been faid, it is plaine 
how we may underftand thofe feverall portions 
of holy Scripture. | 
Firht, /t Ged that juftifieth,Rom.8. 33.Efficiens 
zer,as being the ethcient caufe of our Iu.tificae 
Secondly 1 the blomd of (rift that juftifieth, 
Rom.s5.9. Here is the material caufe of our julti- 
fication. Both thefe feem tobe comprehended in 
one, We are juftshied freely by his grace,E ph.2.8. 4 
Thirdly, Ze fasth thar R om.5.1.De- 
claratively {peaking to our Confeiences,that we — 
are the Children of God,in Chri Iefas. 

Pourthly, works that juftifie,} um.2.That is. 

outwardly before men, in the judgement of 7 
Charity. 
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fe) Charity. By this that hath been faid, we may re= 
Ia folvea queftion that is moved by fome, How 

> Children can be faved that doe not believe. 
ot Some fay by the habit of faith,fomeby the faith 
of their Parents, fome fay by an unknown way. 
But I fay they are faved the fame way that all 
is faved that is faved: Thatis to fay by the 
rightecufaes ofChrift imputed: Here is the diffe- 
of rence bet ween the one and the other,men of dif 


Y cretion are not onely faved, but alfo know their 
 falvatié,through a lively faith childre are faved, 
_ but know not of it before. It now it fhall b¢ ob- | 
jeéted, that hee that believed not thall be dam. 
Y ned.I anfwer firft, that this maketh as much a- 
gainft my oppofers,as againft me: for the Texe 
¢ faith not, he that hath nat che habit of faith, bur 
$ hee that believeth not (that is, hath not faith in 


fhallbedamned. 
Again, it faith not, he that hath believing 
rents, But he that believeth not ball be | 
_Tanfwer in the fecond place, that this place(be 
_ that believeth not foall be damned) is tobe under= — 
 ftood,of men and women of years of difcretion: 
in whom finall unbeliet is an intallible mark of 
of eternall condemnation. Thus for the right 
' application,of the foundation, the next thing is, 
Having fetled the confcience upon Chrift Ieius, 
__ and given it reft upon the rock,to call for fruits 
worthy repentance, /be/eech you by the mercies 
of Having the/e promifes,let 


ty 


and {pirit,8c.2 Cor.7.1- | 


tween a Minifter of the Gofpel,and a morall Phis 
lofophen,between Plate and Pawl,efriftorle and 


| whit nearer the kingdome of heaven? Nay, havé 


Ani 290.) that he faw in a vilion, a goodly Bi- * 


_fwer was made, That this was the Dodtrine of 


‘The Doftrineof 
vs cleanfe our felves from all filtbineffe,both of 


as, confidering what hath been faidshave 
acarctolaya fure ioundation, and to make 
right application, that we may cleare the way, | 
unto the diltreffed confcieuce, in the light of thé 
knowledge of God. Far be it from us, to think 7 
the duty of a Minilter difcharged,by crying out 
againtt fin,drunkennes,adulvcry, and the reft, 

Thefe things are to be done in their order: But 
wee mult know , tiat chere is a diffzrence bes 


| polos | 

Alas what profits it to falvation ? if we have | 
reclaimed men from fin to verrue, from drunk- © 
cnneffe to temperance, &¢c.not having laid before 
afure foundation? have wee brought them any = 


we not made them {even times more the chil- 
drenof hell thanthey were betore? Publicani 
and barlots enter into the kingdom of God befare you. 
[tis written of Robertus Gallus ( who lived * 


fhop in a glorious cope, bic {fing the people; But 
he could fee no head this Bifhop had: he went — 
nearer to fee and e{pyed a head, but it was 


Wooden one,drye and without fenfe; when h¢e © 


defired :o know the meaning of this vifion, an- § 


tlie 
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| 
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"| theChurch of Rome ; As the head is tothe bo- 


dy, fuch is the foundation to the building ; far 


 beit from us to build without a foundation. 
Farbeit from us, tofpend the time in pro- 
 phane,and vain bablings, in fables and endlefle 
genealogies, which minilter queftions, rather 

Weread of another vifion of Robertus Gal 
dus,that he faw the fame Bifhop as before; but 


. 3 now he was hanged all over with fineft bread, | 
and choifeft wine; yet did he himfelf gnaw 


4 dily upon a flint-ftone; Koberrw defires to know 


3 the meaning of this, & anfwer was again made, 
" that this was the manner of the! Schoole» 


men, who fpent themielves in frivolous and 
vain difputations. 
Take we good heed therefore,that having fuch 
* precious food as the Body and bloud of Chrift) | 
We give mot a Scorpion to him that askes for a fifo, 
a fon to him that looks for bread, or poyfon to him — 
that a thir ft and feeks for drink. | 
 Tothe this is alfo a warning, what 
~ you fhould hunger and thirft after, even 
Burning and foining Dottrine. Such whereby yee 
~ may be built up in the knowledge ofthe Lord | 


Iefus, When you hunt after care-tickling Ser= 
mons vaine, if they witty difcourfes: may 
liken you to litrle children, which had rather 


their mother fhou'd give them peares and 
plums,than wholfome food, 
ie But 


’ 


i 


have digrefled fo long, ana to thew you how vi 


oninrcmiffion of fins, 77. poynting oat 


taining to the Confcience, Heb. 10,1. 


Info much that the believers herein have no 
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But itis high time to returne from whence 


Jobns wasa burning and fhin:ng Dotrine, 

A burning Dodtrine purifying the Confcience, 
confumiog evill marners, ard the opinion of | 
mans owne conceits of Jegall 
prerogatives, Think not to fay with yourfelvey, 
We have Abraham to our father Fer | fay unto you, 
that Gods able of the/e ftones to rasfe wp childs 4 
unto Abraham and now alo axe laid unto 
the root of the tree,&c. Mut 39,10. 

A foining doktrine.giving knowledge of falvatie 


the Son of God withthe finger, Beboldthe Lamb , 
of God, which taketh away the fins of the world.But 
methinks I hear you fay,! may fparethis labour; 
we grant a burning and afhining 4 
doétrine ; but how did it burne and fhine more 
«Lanfwer,7be Law fantlifieth tothe purifying of 
the flefh,Heb.9, 13. Johns Doctrine 
Contcience, 
Secondly, the Law perfe@s nothing, as per- | 


But Doétrine is a perfecting Do@rine: 


more Confcience of fins : Johns Do@rineis the 
bringing inof a better hope, That thefe things 
may be more plaine : we willconfider the dife 
ference of that repentance,which was taught by | 
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I | the Prophets, from that repentance which was 

gu) wastaught by 
 Firft, for the repentance preached by the Pro- 

,  phets, There is a definition of repentance,which 


_ isreprehended by fome (and juftly ascomming _ 
” thort of that repontance which is preached un- 
der theGofpell ) it is this Comm (/a flere, flenda 

non committere,T 0 bewayle fing that we have com- 
y -mitted,or omitted,to Forfake thofe that We have be- 
» This definition feemeth to me, to exe 
the full that repentance which was 
, by the Prophets: Efpecially if we adjoyn 
purgation of fin by Sacrifice, He that confeffezh & 
 forfaketh, bave mercy, Prov. 28.1 3, Wa yee, 
+ make youclean,put away the evill of your doings, 


, ceafe te deevill,learne to do welsEfay 1.6. Amend 
“your Wayes and your doings, fer.7.3. This then is 
the Prophets Repentance,to monrn for (ins palty 
“Sto joyn amendment to our mourving for the time 
come. What is Jobns repentance more than 
Itisanfwered /obn goes one ftep bigher,and 
preacheth the Bapti/me of Repentance, — 
y, wntoremiffion of fins; Luk.3.3- 
|» Tappeale to you,whether ic be not better ren- 
died remi/sion(in this place) then forremi/- 
fron; & whether this word for, dath not fome. 
>thing pervert the fence: as likewife Luke 1.7.7. 
Dev doves, I have warrant thus to read ir, 
from the holy and learned Tranflators , who 
C upon 


y 
he 
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_upon the fame words, Mark, 1.3. have writteg | 
. unto injthe margent. As alfothey have moh)” 
faithtu.ly rendred the fe words, ets 


i? 


~ 


Repentance unte life, 11. 18. 
I have alfo other au:hority fo to tranflate this. 
place: not onely from the Latixe tranflations 
which agree in this;in ems /fiomems Peccatorum: 
Butalfo by Elfricus ( fometimes Arch-Bifhop 
of Canterbury , An.996.) who tranflates the. 
-prepofition by the ‘axon, Du, On 
forgiftneffe. Now what is this Repentance unte 
Remiffion? Panisentiam agite,{o the vulgar: 
But we like it not, and let not any think the 
“matter fmall: for Ariforle tells us,that one ab 
furdiry opens the door to a thoufand: AndI 
have read of one fcabbed fheep brought om - 
of Spain, that was the originall of a general 
murrein throughout Exg/and:wemutt take heed’ 
of {mall matters Whar ther? Refps/cste, fo Ba 
2a, and I like it well: provided tha: 1 may have 
liberty to Englifh it thus; Repent (that is beol 
another mi: d, feck not by legall wayes to efta 
blifh your righteoutneffe ; Droop no longer um 
der the fpirit of bondage,bu: believe rhe full ree 
miffion o1 your finnes,1n Iefus Chrift that com 
after:This glofle is warranted, 
John verily Baptizea with the Bapti(me of Repew 
tance, faysng that they fhould believe in bim that”) 
Should come after , that win Chrift Iefus: Thus} 
John makes low the mountains, cuts off legallii 
pics 
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rogatives,and bringeth 
prerogative and every though that cry big it 


felfe againft God. 
: Thus Febniifts up the valleys, comforts the 
i’ | drooping foul, by giving them knowledge of 
ns = Salvationin Remiffion ot fins ; This is lobn's 
Repentance, 
|. And upon thefe grounds (I believe) it is that 
‘thofe worthies fince Luthers time have fer forth 
of thefe two parts, 

to j Firft, Contrition for ‘fin. 
And fecondly,Faith in the Lord Tefus. 


Orasa worthy Countryemen of ourowne;: 
three parts, 
Firft, Contrition. 


Al Obedene. k ly, 

t wew more pro 


a confequent of re- 
a 'pentance, vers whom I honour much will 
a not admit thar faith fhould be a part of ieee 
m tance; hele two 
Firft, Mortification. 
Secondly, vivificario 
Here is acontroverfie verball, bat none reall, 
what is true mortification , but the appre- 
a shenfion of fin {lain by the body of Chrift? What 
ve 


— 


Soeth us from all fin, How then doth repen 
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live by faith. I have obferved fome to confine : 
Repentance, within the bounds of our conver 
fation,and make no difference between the Re 


pentance which was taught by the Prophets, 


and that repentance which was taught by the 
Son of God and his Minifters. Whofe error doth 


fufficiently appeare by that which hath been ale 


ready fpoken. Their repentance it is rather 
thar I know this feemes 
ftrange to fome : and yet will they nill they, © 
_ they muft agree with men in this, that faithisa — 
part of truc repentance. Ocherwife, what will. 
— become of that do@rin,fo often heard of in your 
Pulpits: na | 
finne 


I demand how and where ? Out of tke fight f 


mely,that repentance wafheth away: 


God?No, It God that wafbeth,it God that 
fietb:as before, And tke blond of Iefus Chrift wa 

tanct 
? Thisis 


wath away fins out of the Confcience 


Paiths office to purge the confcience, by decla 

ring the favour of God in Chrift And 
ther the office of forrow,orreformation, which 
purge the converfation,but not the Confcie 


ence. | 


out) 
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So then,either make faith a part-of true repens 
tance,or clfe this doctrine will fall quite to the. 
ground and bee true inno fence ; unleflein the 

_ judgment of charity, whereby we cenfure ont) 
another: To preach that tears do wath away fins 
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fe. outof the fight of God'( which heard, 
te fome teftifie, that they have heard preached ) is 
 Blafphemy againft the precious bloud of Chritt. 

Befides the hideous ffects that this doctrine 
e works in the Church of God:for the fimple peo- 
) plebeing asked how they think to make fatista- 
Aion to God for fin,they have anfwered by la- 
menting & amending:Good people hearken, it 
_ is dying, not crying that gives fatisfaction for 
y, fins; Without bloud there is no remiffion, And it 
_ isnot the bloud of buls or goats,or the flouds of 
i] tears that can give fatisfaction, but onely that 
urs Water and bloud, that iffued from the fide of a 

Thus Jobs preached remiffion of fins, as far- 
fi ther appears: Johns Bapti/me was the fame with — 
the Apoftles; But this Baptifme fealed remiffion 
4 . toeverie beleever s Therefore alfo that. 

| This argument is prevalent with you, though 
Cardinal Belarminemake a at it,by denying 
themajor. But you willfay , how dothit yet 
| appeare that Job» burned or fhined, more than 
4, the Law or the Prophets ? Did not they alfo 
preach of fins upon true repentance? 

 Tanfwer, the Prophets mult be confidered, 
all pre either thenew Covenant or the old, 
they preached the new alfo: The Law did 

_ not, could not difanull the Covenant that was 
Madcto Abrabam,4 30 years before: In the new 
Covenait the Prophet eternal 


it 
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Tomaket 


We 


but yet not gitual : In the’ old Covenant they 


preachtact wal remifsion by legal fervices; but not | 


eternall;which remiflion 1s called by the Apoftle 
a ficthly purifying. 

hefe things more plain,take this pro 
pofition(which I know will tingle the eares of 


many)7 be knowledge of both Actual and Eternah 
no article of the lewifh Creed: buta 
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part of that mystery which was kept fecret from the 


giving of the Law,until the time of Iobn Baptift. 


To prove this I might bring this place,NVe mas 


hath feen God at any time;but the only begotten fom, 


which is in the bofome of the father ,be bath declard 


bim,Job,1.18.As allo this,God who bath commanm 
ded the light to foine out of darkneffe , bath fhinedin 
ovr hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory of _ 


Godin the face of Jefus,2 Cor, 4.6, with many. 
places more of like nature: But to fpare a labour 


I betake my felf unto places more plaine. 


The firlt,Gal.4.1,Tbe beir fo long as he is a child 
differs nothing from a fervant,though be be Lord of 
all, W ho are the heires under age?even the lews, © 


untill the fulnefle of time came , that God fent — 
forth hisfon,&e. They were the‘heires under 
age, that differed not from fervants; Now I fay, 


They that had knowledge of aftwall and eternall . 
vemiftion, differed from fervants : they that diffee 
red nothing. from fervants had not knowled ge of 
The feond place is , Gal.4.25. 
chat | 


remsi{iton. 
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 Tohn Baptift. 3.7 


mow i bondage with her children: Theys 
ot) which were in bondage had not knowledge of 
Alluall and Evernali remiffion, which is the grea- 
 teft freedom: They which had knowledge of 
barb, and Eternall Remi ffion were not in 
of bondage. | 

But itany thall fay, they differ from fervants, 
becaufe they had of aluall remiffion 
be to come by the proms(ed feca. 

 Tanfwer, that this was acknowledged that 
ws they fhould herafter diff-r from {ervants, which 
they did not yet for the prefent. 


4 Again,if any fay that the bondage of the lewes 
» — was not a Bondage of Confcicnce,but a Yoak of 
Ceremonics. 

f I anfwer yes; Even a Bondage of Confcsence, 
Which ftung their. hearts; for(befides the autho- 
t rity ofinterpreters) it is faid, that the cildren 


through feare of death were to bondage all 
their fsves long ,Heb.2.15.Had this bondage been 
‘ outward and carnall, it would have made Life 
{weet and Death bitter; for fo we read Exo.1.14. 
They made thesr lives bitter through hard'bondage, 
morter aud brick.and all manner of fervice But 
4 this is a bondage that makes life fweet,and death . 

bitter: Whatis it that makes death bitter, but 

' the ting ofdeath? And what is th: fting of 
death,but fin? Wherefore they had confcience 
fin ? 

ashe in the third place whether the Tewes 


the Law ? is proved Gal, 23,24 Bat. f simi 
the Law then under the cute, Gal.3.20:T0 his wee 
| nant t In the time of eAdam: The feed of the 
To Abrabam, in thy feed foal all the nations of 
earth be biefed, 
In Efay's time. by bis knowledge faall wey vighteq 
people and upon t ly ity 20. finifh 
, te bring in ny nelle, anil 
come farre Pot if any ty they 
q fometimes nes in prefent d 
Pet, Chapter the fitft, “and 


ers; for 1 delire you to confider whether there be 
not a difference between and I wil 


1 Cor. bh 
Bat eat th 


ont 
| 


BB led that Propbecy, bro the Meow foal be | 
dayes together: AS the Sonia 
eth che Moon, fo do the times of 
excell the Law, in the revelation ofthegiorious 
There are contefic many difficulticsiiothe 
way, but have not new Ieifuretoremove them. 
The ercateft is; in that the Ilewsare 
the fame fpiri- 


4 
ta 
ta 
5 


“for here is a block in the way, and it is broader | | 


der of the order of Heremits ¢ Sohe hath beene 


pifts, I find none more contrary to Chari 
this. How good and plea/ant a thing st 1, 
thren,to dwel cogerber in unsty? Pfa.1 33.1. ‘ 


40 The Doftrine of 
Firlt, His burning Zeale and Charity, 
Secondly, His fhining Picty. 

 Firft, of his zeale : Firft, Negatively, fe | 
Firft, Negatively, what Zeale John had nots" 


than may be ftept over. Contider we the place of | 
his abode, /obn lived in the defert,What vane we” 
here, lobanncs Eremitarum Princeps? John founs 


ftiled long ago. 
Among the 100 orders of religion among the | 


But they wil obje@ : Do not Elias and 
forfaking the company of men. embrace the der 

Tanfwer , Elias lives indeed in the defart, for 
feare of periccution; was it not time to fly to the | 


wildernes, when Abad takes an oath of al] lands? 


was it not time, when Jezabel {weares by her) 
gods,that fhe would make him like one of Baal” 
prophets, by tomorrow thistime ? Sodowe/ 
reade of many that in this cafeimbrace the delert 


Heb.11,.Thos much for Elias, 

As for Jobn,we fay he lived not in the wilders 

| nefic, properly fo called, but in his fathers houte; 

gnthe Hill countrey of Indea, which in refpect 
of the barreanefic thercof, was called the wilder- 


nefic 


| 
Th 
at 
/ 
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Thus much for the Negative, now followes i in 


the affirmative of Zeale Jobn had. 
~ — Great Zeale will here appeare, if we confi der 


the matter of John’s preaching together withthe 
* time, Ofthe matter fufficicnt hath been faid be- 


© fore. The time,the yeare of T yberéus,a wicked 
E:snperor, when 

» time when truth fcemed to have left the earth,- 

preach, or fhall 

© forbcare ? if I forbeare, I fhall enjoy calc and 


crod was at fucha 


What may Jobs fay, fhall 1 


quict,with my fathers poff: flions. 


 ButifI preach; oh, what a floud of troubles 
what a fea lof evils is like to overwhelme me? 
> Tiberius is now Em peror,a ftranger toGod and 
good manners. | 


A Senate he hath, wif in their own conctits, 


but fo far addiéted to fuperftition,that they have 
itasa Law, that nothing (hall be admitted in 


» which hath not firft beene by 
them. 


Baptift’ 
neffe; ehus oy and 


> And this expofition i is not built upon bare cone 

je@tures ; for we read Jofbua 15,61. Sixe Cities 
sn the wilderneffe, Betharabah, Middin Secacab, 
) Nibfoan, the City of Sals and Engedi. 
Somight prin livein the Defert, and yet withe 
> in the wals ofa City. Wherefore,O ye Papifts { 
go fecke fome other Patrons for this your will | 
worfhip, /ebn and will not ferve your 
turne. 


4 


The Converfation 


tainment ; for no better than the Prophets 


reafon judge, ifhere be not caufe enough to ftop 
Minifters mouth,and to make him fay,/ sd nor 


fecute; 1 know whom J ferve, 1 will declare thy 


not endure found Doétrine, they will pertecute — 
ions, do the work of an Euaugelift, muke full proof 


i to be offered, and mone of thefe things move mee, 


them. But fppofe that they being a great wayoff, 
care not for thefethings. Hereis Herod the Tee) 
trarch, from whom I look for no good enter. | 


that went before. 

fuppofe all thefe to be calme, and fay 
thing: What perils are there in mine own Na- | 
tion ? The Saddwces deny the Refurrection; the © 
Pharifees alter whofe pipe the people dance; A” 
generation of Vipers,a brood of Hipocrits, They wil — 
jurely cry out againft me for a blafphemer of © 
God, 4o/es, a fetter forth ofnew worfhip. Let > 


[peake. Yet notwithitanding all this, the 
puts on courage, confults not with flefh and ~ 
bloud,but goes on,boldly in his work; And faith | 
thus within himfelte; Let Tiberius rage, the See ~ 
nate chafe, the Sadduces cavil, the Pharifees pere 


zxame, O God. What doth this teach us, but 
to put onthis and courage, to preach 
feafon, and out of feafon , not {paring any” 
ines ? But thou wilt fay, They will |” 


me; HeareS. Paul,2 Tim, 4. Endure thom afflie 


of thy (Miniftery: Thou wilt fay, They will 
killme, Say thou with Saint Paul, J am ready 


| nether 
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Iohn Baptift. “3 
neither count my lift deare me,AG&s 20,24. 

>  Whatis become of Apoftolicall Zeale, of pri- 
mitive courage ? When we are fo carefull’ and 
fo fearefull, chat we dare not infotme truly, re- 

+ «duke boldly, for feare of difpleafing our Patrons, 
> for fear of lofing, or hope ofgetting prefermets. © 
Let us put on refolution and go forward boldly, 
like men, that neither care to rife,nor fear to fall, 
Thus much of Jobus Zeale,now follows his Pi- 
ety,confidered; Firft, Negatively, Secondl 
firmatively, Firft, Negatively, a Converfation 
without covetoufnées, which appeares from his 
habitation,the Wildernes: He follows not the 
_ Courts of Kings andPrinces. Here is no fuiter for 
‘| preferments,no Simonaicall intruder, no parafi- 
 ticall fatterer: But with the noble woman of 
2 Shunem,He will dwell among his own people,2 Kin, 


ingtotheprecept, Let yaur comverfation be withe — 
ont covetou{mes,Heb.13.5.And thow,O man of God 
"fly thefe things ,1 Tim.6.11. Let us fet before our 
eyes the holy contépt of earthly things, we 
find in the Apoftles ofour L.& Saviour! Remar- 
Kableisthat of S. Peter, Silver gold have none, 
A&.3.6, The worldling will fay;more foole S, 
Peter: for weread A&ts 2. That the poffeffors of 
land (old them,@ diftribmtion was madetoevery one 
according to bis need: What? Is noné falle toS, Pet. 
thare,or rather hathherefrved nothing forhim- 
kelfPevennothing;as it is better tomake a K.than 

«te 


413.Hereisa pattern for our imitation;accord=" 
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. 


- 
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between Peter,and that man on earth,who glo. 
there is no end, whofe treafures are withou” 
weight and number, whofe triple-Crown had 
one Iewell worth 6000 florens. 
crept over into Exgland ; looke we into the | 


preferments, pluralitics, fimonies,e>c, If 


mot afraid to charge fuch men with covetuouf 
 Janfwer,Idarenot but {peak, what I thinke, 


themfelves, In a Lateran Councell 
fhops, being prefent under Alexander the 3, it ~ 


Benefices, duno 1179. Again Rychard thecoftly 
“Arch-bifhop of Canterbury complaines to the 
Pope,that Priefts in England held more livings 


thought that many livingsare a good ftep toa 
:Bithoprick : yet have I read of one Jobs 


‘44. «The Dofkrinc of 


to be a Kings. So better ir is to make many rich | 
thantobe rich, Sec what.a difference there js 


ties fo much in Peters chaire Of whofe gettings| 


-Letus leave him, anc feethat covetoufneffebe 
‘Church, what mean the heaping up of Ecclefia- © 
all thefe proceed not trom the root of covetouf 


nefle,pardon my ignorance, know .not-whence 


being this day &t upon the watch Tower of the 7 
ae of Levi, and efpying an evill, how fhallI © 
shold.my peace? 
This isa thing reproved even by our adverfae 
310 Bie © 


concluded ; that no Prieft fhouldbayetwo 


than one, 4x0 1231. And though it hath beene 


land, 
elected | 


‘he 
Ve 
ui} 
it 
ab But wi | | wonder I am 
/ 
/ 


him, for holding two Benefices without difpene 
ation, Amo 1233, John Pecham Arch-bifhop 
 madea Canon, that no Clergy-man within his 
Province fhould hold two livings, 1304. 


-Yohn Baprift. 45 
éle&ed Archbifhop of Canterbury. Buit refuted 
by the Pope;-the chiet thing objedted again{t 


If I thould tell you what our modern writers" 
have faid touching this, you will fay theydpeak 


more bitter than the race of Charity willallow 
of: that non-retidents are like whores that 
forth their childten to nurfe, they 
the greater'pleafure, 


But I leave thote and defi reto aske you 


{tion or two, in the words of a learned 
Whether not all our works | to. be: done 
in Charity 


whatfoever is not dove in Chae 


: rity is nothing worth. 


The fecond queftion it 


Charity to have two livings than onezwo great 


make Democritus heare a Clergy man 
ftepuptoprove th 


Chari 


onesthantwo {mali ones: I thinke it would 


haldeth in 


Charity: Bur ifit be granted, that it'is greater 
_ to hold two than one,then are all off:n> 
atecontented with one; as men that 


ders, 


afpire not tothe greateft Charity, But leave 


) thefe things to your farther confideration: My 


far fromus, 


prayer fhall be, that this (candall remo~ 
| 
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46 Con-ver[ation 


Nowletus {ce whether covetoufneffe be not 
in the Country people alfo 5 from whence pros |) 
ceed frauds and deccits,if not from covetuulnefie | 
Is it not covecoufneffe co love the world more)” 
_than we love God? Search then your hearts 
confider, whether you have not taken morcpains 
to get,more care to keep the meat that perifheth, | 
than that which endureth untoeternall life? 
My exhortation comes now in {cafon,you have 7 
aworkiin hand, to take away Images, Crucifie 
xes and Idoles of wood, glaffe and ftone. 7 
I condemne you not, I would all fuch offences ~ 
had been long ago thrown into the bottome of ~ 
the Sea, ig 
But I defireto informe you, There is acornet 
inthe Temple, wherein ftands a greatIdoll; I 
-gmeanc the temple of your bodies : Son of man, 
this people hath fet an Idol tn their heart; What > 
this [doll may be called, I have not inareadi+ 
nefie, but the act of this Idolatry is covetoufnes: |” 
Therefore let covetou(neffe,which  Idolatry,Ephy 
$.be firft abandoned: And then go onaccording % 
to Law and Order;But otherwife both you,and ~ 
your worke, will become ridiculous. Perit) 
Do you not remember what was whifpered at — 
the Affize fome yeares pa(t? Namely, thatthe 
great malefators condemned the little ones. 
This it may be was but too true: Take heed left 
fome fuch thing bes faid cf you, that Ido- 
laters pluck down Images, and that they that 
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Iohn Baptift? \ 47 
hugge the Idol) AZammon tn theie heart, are fore 
ward to pull down Idols of glaffe and ttone. — 
Now follows Jobn’s Converfation aliirmas 
tively, lee 
Here wo things are worthy our confideration, 
Firtt, his apparcll, 
Secondly, his meat and drink, ee 
Fisft,his apparel, Camels haire and a Jeathern 
girdle about his loynes: I mult not fay with 
febius inu(itan indutns habstnm, ina {trange 
habits For beleeve it ordinary for Prophets to 
weare fuch garments, Elias 18 an hairy man, &C. 
52 King. 1, 8 Hee thar coms om the [pit and 
> power of Elias, comes aljo in the carments of 
Prophets were Wontto neae rough gare 
ments, Zach,13.4. We fee then /okn was neither 
Velvet nor Silken Prielt, this tcacheth 
in apparcll ro all, both Miaifters andPeople, 
was an hairy man, are many in ourdayes; but. 
* it is haire of the head,not of the garments: [ tell 
) you that courfer garments, and thorter haire is 
better befeeming Mrnilters of God than :utfling 
filkes and long baire. | 
> What may be the reafon why S. Peter giveth 
» precepts of this kind,rather to womenthan me? 
 Isit not becau'e exceffe in this kind 1s a woma- 
nifh and childith vice, unbefeeming men profcl- 
fing Chriftianity? Let us take beed thefe things 
) prove nota block to our charity ; full dl wouldit: 


thouendure to fell thy lands, that cant not 
| thy 
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thy fuperfiuitics, to cloath the naked members | 
of Chrift lefts. 
Secondly, /ohns temperance in meat and drink, 
His drink neither wine nor {trong drink: What} 
then? Even freth water of Zordan, his meat Loe 
calts, Genus Cancrorum fo Magdeburgenfes. But” 
I dare not confent to this: It is obferved by” 
fome, that axgid'es, Locus? fignifieth two things, 
Firft, {mall living creatures like our Grafbope 
pers, which were permitted by the Law tobe! 


eaten, Lev.11.22. 4 
 Orelfe it fignifieth herbarum, the 
tops of hearbs. | 
i I leave the& things to you, which way foever — 


take, itccomees ta this ; that /obmuleda flen- 
der dyet, Luke 7. lobns practife is no precept, neie 
ther dothit take away our Chriftian liberty he- 
iv? rein, yet it futhiceth to condemne our excefieand 7 


| 
riot, when we rife up early to drink wine, and 
mgbr.till ne be inflamed. breach that is made| 
both byMinitters and People, 
Fi _ Wro would have thought that the trucChurch 7 
of Chrift fhould have been troubled with fuchs t 
A{winifh brood ?Had Ian hundred mouths and 
Fa many tongues, I could not expreffe the lewd- t 
nefic of this gene: ation: What cenfure oncarth| 
" fharp enoug! ? What place in hell deep enough? |‘ 
Why are ye: ot afhamed of your doings? Lingua 
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Iohn Baptift. 49 
The voyce us Jacobs voyce, bat the bands are the 
)) band: of Efau, I may well compare you to Pene- 
 lope,for you weave her web : Did I fay compare 
© you to her? You are far worfe. She unweaved no 
» moreinthat night than fhe weaved inthe day 
time;Butyou by your abominable worksof dark- 
© neffe,pull down more in the hight than ven of 
> the moft laborious of your bretiees can build in 
> theday: Weread of John Cremenfis Legate here 
in Engl, As, 1°29,When he had difpured at Lon- 
don, for Chattity of Priehs(as it was then called) 
| ad ravim & fudorem,was taken the fame nightin 
bed witha notable whore. 
This I beleeve, gavefolution to all his argue 
| ments. Thus do you in fome cafe diflolve in the 


re 


+ Tavern, that which you confirmed in Pulpit,ma- 


died, I muitcall upon thofe that are in authori- 


>) thefe Foxes, that they may be unkenneled, and 
> hunted out of Gods Vineyard ; for they {poile 
the Vines,and crufhthetenderGrapes. 


~ thofe as nonconformable Minifters,furely by this 
> timethe Church would havebeen as free from 
) them, as the Land from Wolves, But they have 
‘ ‘pele the Traditions of men, before the 
ommandements of Almighty God. 


| 


And therfore I hall lefle wonder, ifthe Lord — 


fequire it at your hands; And I tell youthat con- 
formity 


king a mock at the ordinances of God,and fedu- 
) cing thofe by your céverfation,for whom Chrift | 


3 2 they would make diligent fearch after 


‘Ifthe Courts had been fo vigilant to find out — 
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fsrmity hath ever {ped the worf: for their fakes, 
who breaking the Commancements of God, 
thinke to make amends with conformity to the 


Thus much for o/s meat,drink,and apparell, } 
the imitation wherot hath fome times deferved | 
no finall commendations,for thus it was long ae 
go written in memory of Rerengarive, 

Cui veftts texturayudis cui non fist unguam, 

Ante fitim potus, nec cibas ante famem. 
Thus have I done with the firft part of my 
Text, the Minifter J come now to thefecon 
the Peopic. And here aretwo things, firft, the © 
Perfons; fecondly, their reprehenfiou, The pete | 
foris,ye; What ye? the drunken Rabb/e? the lewd 
of Belial? No, who then ? Even the zeae 
lous people, they that are zealous forthe Sabbath 
day; for they are rcady to kill our Saviour, for | 
healing on the Sabbath. Zealous tor the glory of 7 
God , according to their knowledge, tor they / 
took up {tones to ftene him, becanfe he had faid | 
that he was the Son of God, Is not here confir+} 
med that which was faid before, that Zeale and 
Devotion without the knowledge of Chrift, & 
make aman much inore than ordinary child of 
bell. Who would have rhouzhr, but zeale for the 
Subbath,and © 0 1,had b.en an unveubted inarke 
of Salvatio: ; but you tee che contrary ,that zeale 
without knowledge will take up {tones to tone 
tlic Lord o lite. How inay they then be deceived! 
_ that looking upon the alteration of their convers| 
| fation, 
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Baptift. ee 
fation, they were drunkards, now they are not 3 
they were profaners of Gods Sabbath,now not} 
but now ready with Archimedes to cry ,] have it? 
and tobe rapt in to the third heaven. But I defire 
you to confider, Rom. 10.3.where of the hardned 
Jews itis faid, They have a zeale to God: From 
hence we might take occafion to difenfiz thee 
queltions. Firft, whether a defire to be ‘fave be 
aninfalliblenotcoffalvation. Secondly, Whe- 
ther adefire to belezve be Faith it felfe, the fafett 
way is to fay no: but Ileavetheteto you,snddes 
fire youtoconfider more of them. ‘A third 
{tion would here alfo be handled : Whether when — 


Faith les bidthate we cannot fee, that we beleeve by 


the inward teftimony of our confcience, thar tt ts pof- 
fible our Works of Piety, or Charity can affure us f 
Salvation. no,and my reafons are chefe, 
1 That which makes madoubdt of my Faith, 
will make me doubt of the fineerity of my work. 
2 How is it pbffible I fhould judge my work 
fincere when I cannot fe J b: leeve, whatfoever 
is notof Faith is fin. 3 What works are done in 
Faith,that the fune ads tnay not be done in the 
Ifyou fiy that the a@ions indeed arg the fate, 
but they differ in the end ; I grant it, and in the 
efticient alfo: But as I cannot difcerne the effici- 
ent,fo neither can T'diftern the end of my work, 
when I cannot! difeerne, I beleeve upon thefe 
_gcounds, I am bold to determine the queftion 
negatively. | 
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Obje. But I doubt there are fime will fay, what 


— meanes this Preacher wil be take aWay the Sabbath? 


. Aaf, No, though I deny zealous obfervation of 
the Sabbatin to be an infallible marke of falvatié, 


yet I accouut the wilful profanation of the Sab, 


to be atoken and fign of areprobate fence: and 
marke it, who fois a profaner of Gods Sabbath | 


- Shall be rewarded in this life, with afoule voide 


ofthe true knowledge cfGod, a converiation 
voidof goodmanntrs, 
' The Sabbath isa command of God morall and 


-perpetuall, which fhall never end; The day of the 
Sabbath is by Apoftolical! conftitution, though 
not Divine precept, and we are bound to keep 

this firft day with all reverence. | 


The breach of the Sabbath is no light offence, 


4s appeareth by the Law; whrerin punifhments 


are proportionable to the offence: The Law ad- 
mits no facrifiee for Sab. breakers, He that dosh 
any [ervile work forall dye the death, Exo.}5.2. and 
the ftick gatherer payd for it. How zealcus is 


‘God for his Sabbath, that fuffers not the breach of 


one day to gounpunifhed?as. 2 Chro,36.27. 


Captivity of /vdah in Babilem,continued {0 | 


long tillthe lind had enjoyed her Sabbath; the | 
Kingdom of /wdab begins with David, ends in 


Zedekiah,continues about the {pace of 490 years; 


now as 7 years make one yeare of Sabbaths, fo 
490° years make 70: for divide 490 by 7and the | 
quotient is 70. I am not againft the Sabbath. 
Now follows the peoples reprehenfion, for 4 
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feafon to rejoyce sm bis light ; We willhere farch 
the reafon of two things, Firft, Why they rejoy- 
ced in his light at any time.Secondly,Why they _ 
rejoyce not in his light at ail times ? 1, Why do 
they rejoyce in it at time? Johus Doctrine 
was anew Doétrine, and we know new things 
pleafe exceedingly ; the Athenians defire fome — 
new thing, 4és17. A Gentleman had in his 
{table horfes , onea very good one, but an 
old fervant,the other a jade, ie newly bought ; 
the old is neglected, the new hath allthe refpect; 
the Groome fees no othér reafon of his Malters 
-will,but the nature of njan to prefer new things 
before old. Thusitmightbe thatthis peor I:migh.t 
embrace the Doétrin of John, not becaufe of that 
excellency , which was indeed in it, but by rea- 
fon of the novelty. Do we not fee it fo withu:?- 
Anew Preacher ts the man, worth feven cld,and 
_aftranger worth feven Prophets in their owne 
-Country,and let me tell you,I am afraid that the 
multitude coveting alteration of difcipline ({ do 
not charge all) israther fwayd by novelty than 
found judgement. 2, it might be their judge- 
ments might be aftonied at the Majefty of the 
Word of God, as it happeneth fometimes to the 


i wicked,as we read of Simon, Acts 8.13.) 


__ Firft, Why did they not rejoyce always in his 
light? 1,Perfecation arifeth,by and by ,they are 
fended,Mat.13.21. A peaceable Gofpel is like the 
rich that have many friends: Buta periccuted 
Gofpel, like the poore man that isforfaken, John 
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54 The Converfation 
in prifon, and now times are troulefUme, and 
tis dangcrous to be efteemed on of his favorers, 
Thus are men like fwallows in religion that are 
with us in Summer,bur the firft morning froft or 
flight of Snow drives them away, and they are 

2 Reafon,they want root and therfore are foon | 
fhaken : Having received the Word into their 
mouths,not into their hearts into their profestio 
not into their affz@tion. Imuft not profecute thefe 
any farther; but give you one exhortation, that. 
ye take heed that you be not like thofetemporary 

profeflors ; Like children toffed too and fro, with e« 
very wind of dottrive Eph 4.14.Of one religicn to 
day & another to morrow, like waxe that takes 

the impreflid of the laft feale, that you be no clouds 
without water carried about with every Wind, lude 

12. Nor with the Galathtans (oon removed,Gal.1.6 
But tht being grounded and jerled, ye be not moved 
away from the hope of the Gosfel, Col,1.23- But be- 
ing rooted and built up. in them, and ftablithed 
inthe faith, Col. 2.7, that foye may not be like 
the Bull-ruth, yeeld out to every blaft ; Butlike 
the Cedar, which is hardly,or rather like Mqunt 
Zion, which canrot be removed ; They that put 
their truft in thee, Lord, foall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be removed,.Pfal.125.1, 
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A CONFERENCE 
Betweenafickmananda 
Minifter,fhewing the nature &= 
Pref{umption,Defpair, 
the true living , | 


4$. 25. 
Inthe Lord foah ali the feed of ijrael bee juftified, 
and glory, 
I determined not to know any thing among you, 
fave Jefus (brift,and him crucified. 


By Hen. Dene, an unworthy Minifter of 
Corift Ffus, Pyvton in Hertford fhire, 


lig?’ LONDON... 
Printed for Jonn SVVEBTING, at 
the Angel in Popes-head Alley. 1643. 


4 
| O 
| 


